[Traumatic asphyxia and continuous venovenous hemofiltration. Report of a case].
A 32-year-old man was admitted with traumatic asphyxia, with aspiration to the bronchi after being buried under sand. The condition progressed to respiratory distress syndrome and systemic inflammatory response. Because ventilatory and hemodynamic deterioration was rapid and severe, in spite of mechanical ventilation and vasoactive drugs, we instated early continuous arteriovenous hemofiltration, which also allowed us to meet the patient's full nutritional needs. We believe that the patient's very satisfactory progress can be attributed to the early use of this procedure, along with appropriate specific treatment.